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Department of Housing and Urban Development 

451 7th Street, SW, Room 10276 
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RE: HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, RIN 2501-AD89 Comments in Response to Proposed Rulemaking: 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I write on behalf of Ayuda, a social and legal services organization serving low income immigrants in the 

District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia. Ayuda has served more than 100,000 individuals since 

1973, providing legal and social services and supporting language access. Ayuda opposes the proposed 

rule change because it will reduce the quality and quantity of federally assisted housing and have a 

disproportionate impact on our clients, particularly immigrants, survivors of gender-based violence, and 

people of color.  

Per HUD’s Regulatory Impact Analysis, the proposed rule will render thousands of families homeless; 

increase costs for HUD and local public housing authorities; and result in a net loss of affordable housing 

for all recipients of housing subsidies, not only families of mixed eligibility.  Across the D.C. metro area, 

low-income households face serious housing shortages, high rental costs, and a significant risk of 

homelessness. From 2002 to 2013, D.C. lost half of its affordable housing stock.  In 2013, the number of 

affordable units was nearly identical to the number of subsidized units. 1 That means there are no 

affordable units in D.C. that are not subsidized. Waitlists for public housing and housing choice vouchers 

in D.C. have been closed since 2013 with an expected wait time over 20 years for assistance. 2 

Households that are removed from subsidized housing will almost certainly end up homeless as a result 

of the initial purge and households that have been waiting will remain homeless as a result of the 

increased costs. The economic and social costs of homelessness are well documented. For children, in 

particular, homelessness can have lifelong impact including poor physical and mental health, hunger, 

and missed educational opportunities.3   

In addition, the proposed rule change violates HUD’s mission to further fair housing as it will have a 

disproportionate impact on many of the clients we serve, particularly immigrants, survivors of gender- 

based violence, and people of color. “Affirmatively furthering fair housing means taking meaningful 

actions, in addition to combating discrimination, that overcome patterns of segregation and foster 

inclusive communities free from barriers that restrict access to opportunity based on protected 

characteristics.” 4 The proposed rule change affects the above mentioned groups almost exclusively and 
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does not foster inclusive communities. Furthermore, it does not address the increased processing times 

for various forms of immigration relief and places an undue burden on immigrant household members 

that may otherwise have difficulty obtaining the documents required. The American Immigration 

Lawyer’s Association has indicated that USCIS case processing times are at “crisis levels” with an 

increase in processing time of 46% across all cases.5 There is a substantial risk that the proposed rule 

change will result in the eviction of otherwise eligible households while they wait for immigration relief 

to which they are entitled.  

As a steward of federal resources and the agency tasked with creating “strong, sustainable, inclusive 

communities and quality affordable homes for all,” HUD should not pursue a rule change that will 

devastate mixed-eligibility families, including U.S. citizen children, for years to come. The combined 

costs of the proposed rule change to mixed-eligibility households currently receiving assistance, 

households waiting for assistance, and society at large undermine the strength and sustainability of 

federally assisted housing at a time when the need is most critical. 

Section 214 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1980 has already established the intent 

of Congress to ensure eligible individuals receive vital housing assistance and addressed the continuing 

greater eligibility of families with ineligible members. In contrast to the proposed rule, current HUD 

regulations accurately capture information from mixed-status families and stay squarely within 

Congressional intent. Current HUD regulations are both sufficient and sound. Therefore, we urge HUD to 

withdraw the proposed rule in its entirety and make no further changes.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

Lindsy Miles-Hare 
Pro Bono Managing Attorney 
Ayuda 
6925B Willow St, NW 
Washington, DC, 20012 
Lindsy.miles-hare@ayuda.com 
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