
July 8, 2019 
 
Office of General Counsel, Rules Docket Clerk 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
451 7th Street SW, Room 10276  
Washington, DC 20410-0500 
  
Re: HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, RIN 2501-AD89 Comments in Response to Proposed Rulemaking: 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status 
 
The Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM) and Community Change submit this comment jointly in 
opposition to the proposed rule from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) that 
seeks to add restrictions to eligibility for federally subsidized housing, unjustly targeting immigrants in 
mixed status families. 
 
Community Change is a national organization whose mission is to build the power and capacity of low-
income people, especially low-income people of color, to change their communities and public policies 
for the better.  Our work to build this change includes organizing communities to eliminate inequity to 
ensure that everyone has access to a decent, affordable place to call home. Community Change’s Housing 
Trust Fund Project works with partner organizations around the country to organize people impacted by 
the housing crisis to build a powerful movement that reduces and ultimately ends homelessness and 
housing inequity.  FIRM, a project of Community Change is the largest national immigrant grassroots 
coalition, led by 44 member organizations across 32 states.  We stand together in opposition to this 
proposed rule as it would adversely harm many of the families our organization and partners work with 
each day.  
 
The proposed rule would require that all occupants of federally subsidized housing provide proof of 
citizenship or eligible immigration status in order to remain in their current dwelling or to qualify for a 
future benefit or placement. In the fight to secure affordable and safe housing for all families in our 
country, this proposed rule runs counter to our work, creating a barrier in the application process to 
receive needed housing assistance.  The rule threatens the livelihood of low-income U.S. citizens, children 

and families.  Communities of color, especially Black and Latino familiesi, would be disproportionately 
impacted due to eligibility and documentation barriers. 
 
This proposal is designed by an anti-immigrant administration committed to tearing families apart. In 
practice, the rule would disqualify some family members from housing assistance, and as a consequence, 

it would force an estimated 25,000ii mixed status families to make the impossible choice between splitting 
their families apart or risk being targeted by this administration for enforcement actions.  The lasting 
effects of family separation are great and can result in years of trauma and stress, especially in 

children.  Impactsiii of this separation are seen in medical clinics and classrooms throughout the country, 
and of course at our nation’s Southern Border. 
 
The chilling effect that this proposed rule would have on families in need of housing support cannot be 
measured.  But in practice, this new barrier to housing would likely reverse the important work of 

responding to and preventing homelessness in this country.  It is estimated that nearly 70%iv of the 
beneficiaries of the programs targeted by the proposal are some of the most vulnerable: children, senior 
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citizens and people with disabilities.  Many of these individuals rely on the support, both emotional and 
financial, of the family unit. 
  
The Department of Housing and Urban Development has unfortunately joined the list of federal agencies 
focused on attacking immigrant families and specifically mixed status families.  This proposed rule, in 
combination with previous administrative proposals to limit access to safety net benefits, would make it 
even more difficult for families across this country to obtain economic stability. And, this restrictionist 
approach is counter to our values as a country. This is not who we are.  The cost of housing is soaring, 
further deepening historical inequities for communities of color. As communities are being displaced at 
an alarming pace and rates of homelessness are skyrocketing, rule changes such as this only exacerbate 
the problem. 
 
FIRM and Community Change believe that families are the cornerstone of our communities and are at the 
core of the work that we do.  Instead of creating obstacles for families to access vital needs like housing, 
we should be supporting all families so that they can thrive.  We denounce this proposed rule and urge 
the Department to withdraw its proposal. 
 

 

i HUD’s Proposed Rule on Mixed Status Families, Keep Families Together Power Point Presentation, June 5, 2019. 
See here: https://www.nhlp.org/wp-content/uploads/KeepFamiliesTogether-Webinar-06052019.pdf 
ii Demographic Data Highlight Potential Harm of New Trump Proposal to Restrict Housing Assistance, Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities, July 1, 2019. See here: https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/demographic-data-
highlight-potential-harm-of-new-trump-proposal-to-restrict-housing  
iii “What separation from parents does to children: ‘The effect is catastrophic’”, Washington Post, June 18, 2018. 
iv Keep Families Together Power Point Presentation, https://www.nhlp.org/wp-
content/uploads/KeepFamiliesTogether-Webinar-06052019.pdf 
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