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July 8, 2019 
 

Benjamin S. Carson 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
451 7th Street S. W. 
Washington, DC 20410 
 

RE: Proposed Rule Changes Docket No. FR-6124-P-01 “Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status” 

Dear Secretary Carson: 

I write in strong opposition to the proposed rule published in the Federal Register (Docket No. FR-
6124-P-01) regarding the “Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of 
Eligible Status,” and request that current HUD regulations regarding housing eligibility be maintained. 

The proposed rule is contrary to HUD’s mandate to create strong, sustainable, inclusive communities 
and quality affordable homes for all. 

For more than 20 years, HUD has met this charge by allowing mixed-status families to live in 
federally-subsidized affordable housing, as long as one member of the household is a legal permanent 
resident or U.S. citizen. However, this proposal reverses this long-standing policy allowing families to 
stay together and live in subsidized housing, even if one member is not a legal permanent resident or 
citizen.  

Under the current standard, housing benefits are prorated so that only those family members who are 
lawfully present and eligible for benefits receive them. But the new rule specifies that individuals who 
lack eligible immigration status may not reside in publicly subsidized housing, no matter who else 
lives with them. Any impacted family choosing to stay together as a single unit would be displaced as 
a result, and children, even those who are lawful citizens, would find themselves at risk of 
homelessness if one parent is undocumented or ineligible for citizenship. This is another unnecessary 
and inhumane policy of family separation, and it should be reversed.  

The proposed rule changes would adversely impact the wellbeing and lives of some of California’s 
most vulnerable residents and the communities to which they belong. By forcing mixed-status 
immigrant families from housing, HUD will be contributing to homelessness and unnecessarily 
straining resources designed for at-risk populations. Destabilizing our communities would disrupt the 
lives of not only mixed-status families but the neighborhoods, religious groups, and businesses to 
which they contribute.  
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Berkeley and the San Francisco Bay Area are already in the midst of a severe affordable housing crisis 
and accompanying homelessness crisis. As a result, demand for all public housing options and section 8 
vouchers far exceeds our city and region’s supply. The average monthly rental price in Berkeley of 
$3,100 means that families who are evicted from public housing will find it difficult, if not impossible, 
to find housing in Berkeley and in the same school district, causing disruption to the education of 
children and tearing them from their support networks. 

HUD’s proposed rule change should be withdrawn because of the negative impacts it would have on 
vulnerable families and children who are legally eligible for assistance and the overall adverse effects it 
would have in the region’s communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
JESSE ARREGUIN 
Mayor 
City of Berkeley 
 
 


