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Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Catholic Charities of Los Angeles, Inc. is submitting comments regarding the above-referenced 
Federal Register Notice concerning the proposed HUD rule that would make changes to HUD's 
regulations implementing Section 214 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1980 
as amended. 

Catholic Charities of Los Angeles (CCLA) mission is to provide services to the poor and 
vulnerable, promote human dignity, and advocate for social justice. In line with our mission, 
CCLA strongly supports efforts to ensure decent and affordable housing for all, especially those 
who are the most vulnerable among us. 

The proposed rule is contrary to the mission of CCLA and in opposition to the core values of 
CCLA of keeping families together. CCLA strongly opposes HUD's proposed rule. CCLA has 
serious concerns about the proposed rule because it attempts to change the process of 
determining how to provide rental subsidy to "mixed families," which are households comprised 
of individuals both with and without eligible citizenship status. 

The Department's current regulation, codified by existing law, already prohibits rental assistance 
to ineligible noncitizens. The underlying regulations allow mixed family households to reside in 
assisted housing under a reduced, pro-rated rent calculation, which excludes the ineligible family 
member from the housing assistance calculation. This approach effectively ensures that the 
ineligible household member does not receive housing subsidy. 

The proposed rule, if implemented, would significantly change current law, lead to family 
separation, increase homelessness, and hurt thousands of residents receiving federal housing 
assistance, including many children in the Los Angeles area. The vast majority of these children 
are U.S. Citizens. The proposed rule would require low-income families to either separate to 
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allow eligible families to continue to receive housing assistance or stay together and not accept 
housing assistance with the potential of becoming homeless in Los Angeles. CCLA believes that 
this is contrary to Catholic Social Teaching and unjust. 

Families forced to vacate their housing units in the Los Angeles area will have a difficult time 
finding affordable housing. According to an April 2019 report from the Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation, Los Angeles is the third most-most rent burden metropolitan area in the 
nation with a one-bedroom median rental price of $1,340 in 2018. 
http s ://la.cu rbed .co rn/2019/4/2/ l8292624/los-angeles-rent-burden-worst-us In order to afford 
even the most modest one-bedroom housing unit without spending more than 30% of monthly 
income, a family would need to earn $53,600 per year according to the Report. The estimated 
income of the families displaced as result of the proposed rule would be significantly lower than 
this income level. 

Thus, the proposed rule would have a negative impact on the most vulnerable populations we 
serve and would increase homelessness in the Los Angeles area as well as add additional costs to 
CCLA for immigration and homeless services. The City of Los Angeles already has one of the 
highest homeless rates in the country. Allowing mixed-status families to stay in their homes, 
with their pro-rated housing assistance intact, would make best use of HUD's and CCLA's 
resources to prevent the growing trend of homelessness in Los Angeles. 

To conclude, in 2019, CCLA will mark 100 years of "Providing Help and Creating Hope in Los 
Angeles, Ventura and Santa Barbara counties, which comprise the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
In our past Century of Compassion, Catholic Charities has demonstrated empathy for the 
suffering of others, a sincere concern for clients, and a commitment to do something about 
their plight, by Providing Help and Creating Hope. HUD's proposed rule denying housing 
assistance to mixed-status families is contrary to our mission and, we believe, is morally and 
justly wrong. 

We urge HUD to immediately withdraw the proposed rule and continue HUD's mission: "to 
strengthen the housing market to bolster the economy and protect consumers; meet the need for 
quality affordable rental homes; utilize housing as a platform for improving quality of life; build 
inclusive and sustainable communities free from discrimination, and transform the 
way HUD does business" (https://www.hud.gov/about/mission),  especially for the most 
vulnerable immigrant families whom we both serve. 

Sincerely, 

R v. Monsignor Gregory A. Cox 
Executive Director 
Catholic Charities of Los Angeles, Inc. 
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