
 

 

July 8, 2019 
 
Office of General Counsel 
Rules Docket Clerk 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
451 7th Street SW 
Room 10276 
Washington, DC 20410–0001 
 
Re:  Docket No. FR-6124-P-01 
Submitted via www.regulations.gov 
 
Dear Mr. Gibbs, 
 
Elevate Energy is an Illinois-based nonprofit that works nationwide, with extensive projects in 
low-income communities throughout Illinois and in Michigan, Missouri, and Oregon. We design 
and implement energy efficiency, solar energy, and healthy housing programs that lower costs, 
protect the environment, and ensure that the benefits of clean energy and a nontoxic living 
space reach those who need them most. We help owners and tenants of affordable rental 
apartment buildings and public housing authorities to manage their energy use and remove the 
lead in their buildings. Our organization is working toward a world where everyone has clean 
and affordable heat, power, and water in their homes and communities – no matter who they 
are or where they live.  
 
We strongly oppose HUD’s proposed rule to prohibit mixed status families from living in 
subsidized housing. This proposed change unjustly punishes mixed status immigrant families 
that are only exercising their ability to access subsidized housing under current federal law. We 
ask that HUD withdraw the proposed rule immediately. HUD should consider family unity to be 
a fundamental value and component of our immigration and housing systems. The proposed 
rule will force many families, including some of our client families, to choose between being 
torn apart and homelessness. 

These outcomes will not only hurt families while they struggle to find housing in the short term 
but will also lead to reduced opportunities and increased health problems in the long term. 
Studies have shown that unstable housing situations can cause individuals to experience 
increased hospital visits, loss of employment, are associated with increased likelihood of mental 
health problems in children, and can dramatically increase the risk of an acute episode of a 
behavioral health conditions, including relapse of addiction in adults. 

Having safe and stable housing is crucial to a person’s good health, sustaining employment, and 
overall self-sufficiency. These effects will be particularly prominent in the children, nearly all of 
whom are U.S. citizens, in these mixed status families. According to HUD’s own analysis, 70 
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percent of the households negatively impacted by this proposed rule are families with eligible 
children. Since minor children comprise the vast majority of eligible occupants of mixed status 
households, the proposed rule would have a disproportionate and devastating impact on 
families with children. Research has shown that economic and housing instability impedes 
children’s cognitive development, leading to poorer life outcomes as adults. Housing instability 
is directly correlated to decreases in student retention rates and contributes to homeless 
students’ high suspension rates, school turnover, truancy, and expulsions, limiting students’ 
opportunity to obtain the education they need to succeed later in life. 

Adoption of HUD’s proposed rule would also directly violate the agency’s own interpretation of 
its statutory obligation to affirmatively further fair housing. The federal Fair Housing Act (FHA) 
mandates that the HUD Secretary shall “administer the programs and activities relating to 
housing and urban development in a manner affirmatively to further the policies of” the FHA. In 
its 2015 regulation, HUD defined “affirmatively further fair housing” to mean “taking meaningful 
actions, in addition to combating discrimination, that overcome patterns of segregation and 
foster inclusive communities free from barriers that restrict access to opportunity based on 
protected characteristics.” The obligation to affirmatively further fair housing also includes 
“fostering and maintaining compliance with civil rights and fair housing laws.”  The proposed 
rule does nothing to advance fair housing and this clearly discriminatory policy is wholly 
inconsistent with HUD’s obligation to combat housing discrimination and segregation.  As such, 
it affects not only mixed-status families, but all vulnerable families. 

Our organization works with childcare centers, public housing authorities, affordable housing 
owners and others to ensure that children and the most vulnerable in our community can have 
a productive, happy, and successful life.  This proposed rule, if implemented, would only make it 
harder for America’s children and vulnerable populations to succeed.  Consequently, we oppose 
it strongly. 

Thank you for considering these comments.  
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